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CHAIRMAN'S LETTER

Jai Shri Krishna!

Warm greetings for the new year!

2017 was a wonderful year for GBBF. We have taken a few more steps towards our vision and there has been 
wonderful progress in many regards.

On the administrative front, we created the Global Bhatia Benevolent Foundation as a Sec 8 Co. with all 
compliances including equity creation. A Board of Directors has been formed to oversee and support the 
brilliant work been done by the volunteers. Governance systems are being established, including the 
appointment of a CEO and an Auditor. IT formalities put in place, which now allow Income Tax deductions 
under sections 12A and 80G, for contributions made to the Foundation. We look forward to this becoming a 
solid foundation to scale up our efforts in connecting our global community.

Fresh energy and ideas were put into action at Panjo Taano 2017 and at the Bhatia Business Conference. 
There was greater involvement of youth in conceptualizing and managing these events. We have also refreshed 
our outreach and communication under The Global Bhatia e-zine and social media. A readership survey was 
conducted and it gave us insights for reaching out to a younger audience with more relevant content and 
packaging. Our efforts on the same have been very well received. We will continue efforts to make 
communication more relevant, contemporary and impactful.

Our cultural event Panjo Taano saw a change of program and venue. A popular group of folk-artists from 
Bhavnagar was brought down to Jashoda Rangmandir at Juhu, Mumbai on an evening filled with Raas-Garba, 
folk-art and the usual bonhomie that we Bhatias carry everywhere. Thank you to all those who added colour and 
grace to the occasion. Your response encourages us to look for a larger venue in future.

We Bhatias have business, or dhandho, in our DNA. GBBF is making conscious efforts to revive this spirit of 
Entrepreneurship, by becoming a platform for supporting and encouraging entrepreneurs of all shapes and 
sizes. This long journey was initiated at the first ever Bhatia Business Conference held at Taj Land’s End, 
Mumbai on 10th December 2017.  Almost a hundred delegates and speakers exchanged ideas on 
entrepreneurship and various facets around it. We are humbled by the feedback and are ready to carry on the 
agenda in a more inclusive manner in 2018.

Sport is the bedrock of a healthy and fit life. To have the mind, body and spirit work together is equivalent to 
living to the fullest. For the 6th year, GBBF conducted sports competitions – cycling, chess, badminton, TT, 
carrom, swimming, track & field events – which concluded on 7th January 2018. It is heartening to see so many 
sports enthusiasts come forward to put in their best. We are also reviewing many ideas and suggestions around 
other sports and we hope to see stronger participation.

Sports will keep you healthy but it is also important to proactively check your health, irrespective of age and 
gender. A free Medical Camp has been organized on Sunday 4th February 2018 at Old Halai Bhatia Mahajan 
Wadi at Kalbadevi, Mumbai. A holistic check-up including Spirometry, ECG, BMD, thyroid, cholestrol, 
neuropathy, dental, skin, uric acid and blood sugar will help check your health and take precautionary 
measures of diet, exercise, etc. I urge everybody to take advantage of this service being provided honorary by 
some respected physicians and specialist doctors.

Matrimony continues to be an area of continued effort. Parichay Milan 2017 was successful and we are glad to 
share that the number of alliances keeps increasing every year. We want to create more avenues for 
marriageable Bhatias to meet and mingle to find a life-partner. Parichay Milan 2018 will be held on Sunday18th 

March 2018 at Sunderbai Hall at Churchgate, Mumbai and we look forward to a large turnout this year as well.
In 2018 and ahead, as we scale our activities, reach and impact, we will be relying on technology and 
digitization to ramp-up – to reach more Bhatias, more often in more ways than we have been.
A professionally-managed administrative system will strengthen the organization to support this growth. 
Systems and controls will be reviewed time and again to ensure we are stretching ourselves optimally.

Apart from enthusiasm and energy, this growth will have to be fueled by a sustained flow of necessary funds. 
Building a reasonable corpus is the next important step towards creating a self-sustaining way of financing the 
many activities of GBBF.

We believe a strong foundation gives the confidence to take on challenges as we try to address the community’s 
concerns and explore opportunities.

While there is a lot to expect in 2018 – digital engagement, social media, high-class on-ground experiences, 
innovative meet-ups, more camaraderie and fellowship – it will not be possible without the involvement of the 
community members. I invite each and every Bhatia to be part of our events and engagement – there is a lot we 
can do together!

Last but not the least, I would like to thank our wonderful team of volunteers, who work relentlessly to ensure 
success of the various events – we could not have moved without them. Also thanks for the various donors who 
do not hesitate in funding community requirements. And thanks to each and every Bhatia who has participated 
in our events and interacted online – you give us the power and the reason to do more.

Please do continue to reach out on Facebook, Instagram (@TheGlobalBhatia) and at 
GlobalBhatia2011@gmail.com. Your suggestions and views are most welcome. Jaldi maldhasi…
 
Jai Shri Krishna

Ashwin C. Shroff
Chairman, GBBF
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PAANJO TAANO
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The 5th ‘Panjo Taano’ an eagerly awaited annual get together of Bhatias, organized by Global Bhatia Foundation was held 
on Sunday, 26th November 2017 at Jashoda Rang Mandir Grounds, Juhu, Mumbai.

The highlight of this glittering evening was not only the venue but the event itself. This year, GBF changed the theme of 
the program with the intention of making it interesting for all age groups. The solid crowd of Bhatias participated and 
cheered their friends and relatives in the Raas Garba competition. What we are most overjoyed about is that three 
generations of Bhatias of all ages ranging from 2 years to 90 years, not only attended but also rubbed shoulders with each 
other while dancing to the beats of Aum Shiv Sansthan, a cultural group from Bhavnagar. There were some surprise 
prizes announced by Smt Sushila Bhatia, Smt Kusum Swali and Shri Pratapbhai Ved to the delight of all. One lucky Bhatia 
took home a lucky draw prize and likewise 3 best dancers also took home a similar additional prize of stay at Regal hotel 
apart from the prize given by GBF, thanks to the large heartedness of Pratapbhai Ved.

Aum Shiv Sansthan performed traditional Garbi, Tipni dance, Tarnetar etc which revived old memories for the older 
generations and was innovative for the younger generations. This was followed by Garba/Dandiya by patrons who were 
all colourfully dressed for the occasion adding life and energy to the event. The 3 judges, Smt Sushila Bhatia, Smt Kusum 
Swali and Smt Bhavna Udeshi had a great time judging the competition choosing the prize winners from so many 
wonderful performers. And ofcourse the live singing only ended with the all time favorite ‘Sanedo’.

The Chief Guest , Hemant Morparia, a well known cartoonist and the Guest of Honour, Solicitor Tripty Kapadia inspired 
the youth with their short inspiring addrss. Darshna Rajda Kapadia as usual with her flawless Bhatia language talked 
about our culture and welcomed all. The meet and greet continued during dinner after which all departed with hope of 
meeting again next year for Panjo Taano - 2018.

GBF also thanks the patrons for their overwhelming response and taking time to give suggestions and feedback to help 
us further improve future events. The feedback chart proved a big encouragement for our young organizing team. 
So Jai Shree Krishna until the next event.

Yashwant Sampat
GBF Guardian Trustee for Panjo Taano
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Legacies are not built overnight and it 
is the challenging nature of business 
that makes their stories so interesting. 
The challenges of modern day 
businesses are varied and 
overwhelming. The ones that have 
evolved over the last 5 decades have 
paved a path full of inspiration for the 
new generation. Hence, there was a 
dire need to revel in those stories and 
learn from such enriching journeys. 
The Global Bhatia Foundation picked 
on this need and nurtured the idea of 
creating the first ever Bhatia Business 
Conference. The platform stands 
strong on the foundation of the very 
enterprising spirit of the Bhatia 
community to be a platform for 
entrepreneurs; whether established 
and legacy family business 
enterprises, emerging businesses or 
aspiring entrepreneurs. The first 
edition of this conference was held in 
India at the Taj Lands End Hotel, 
Mumbai on the 10th of December, 
2017. The event witnessed attendance 
from over 100 participants including 
those from established family 

businesses, first generation 
entrepreneurs and aspiring 
entrepreneurs.
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THE BHATIA COMMUNITY  has 
been known to have bank-rolled 
everyone from the British East India 
Company to Middle Eastern Sheikhs, 
as also the Sultans of African nations. 
Their deft skills as money-lenders, 
traders and entrepreneurs, makes the 
community enterprising and its 
exploits in the world of business are 
renowned. We pride on our tryst with 
many firsts in the context of global 
business, right from one of the first 
organized business mergers in the 
country, to a determined foray into 
the logistics business on a global scale. 
It was pretty early that the community 
witnessed the birth of many great 
entrepreneurs and a progressive 
mindset has helped them sustain their 
businesses till date. Also, one cannot 
deny the fact that a sense of unity and 
brotherhood is prevalent amongst 
Bhatias when it comes to business and 
commerce and prominent 
entrepreneurial families have even 
paid their gratitude to the community 
by giving back in the form of 
opportunities.
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conference was the “elevator pitch” 
session where aspiring entrepreneurs 
presented their ideas to a captive 
audience with interests across varied 
businesses. A common consensus at 
the conference was that 
entrepreneurs must work together in 
building more opportunities to 
strengthen the socio-economic fabric 
of the community. Overall, the first 
ever Bhatia Business Conference 
served to be a great networking 
platform for every individual who 
chose to be a part of it.

The platform also had the support of a 
group of young Bhatia professionals; 
The Bha Collective, who were 
instrumental in packaging the overall 
experience. The visual identity has 
been inspired by our traditional 
‘Bhatia Paagdi’, represented in an 
urbane and contemporary approach, 
and is symbolic of how our values are 
timeless and will hold us in good stead 
even in changing times.

I am happy to share that the Bhatia 
Business Conference was a successful 
first step in a long journey that has 
just begun. It was heart-warming to 
see people from the community come 
forward to learn, share experiences 
and collaborate. The feedback we 
received, the encouraging mails that 
we still get and the invitations to 
collaborate are testimony that the 
enterprising spirit of Bhatias is very 
much alive and kicking. GBF has plans 
to continue this momentum and urge 
you to stay connected with us on 
GBFentrep@gmail.com

Thank you to the speakers, 
co-organizers, partners, delegates and 
well-wishers who made this possible. 

Yours truly

Kaushal Sampat
Chief Curator and Guardian 
Trustee, Bhatia Business 
Conference
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The day-long event hosted some of the 
biggest names and brightest minds of 
the community who took to stage and 
shared their views on subjects 
relevant to modern business markets. 
Being the first attempt, The GBF 
organizing team was cautious about 
many aspects. However, along the 
way, tremendous encouragement 
from the community was received 
from all over India and the globe. The 
curation of content, speaker line-up, 
scheduling and nitty-gritties were 
thoughtfully planned by the very able 
and farsighted team at GBF. The 
conference was supported by 
ASCENT Foundation as the 
Knowledge Partner, as the team at 
ASCENT saw purpose here that 
echoed their efforts towards 
encouraging entrepreneurship. 
Eminent business owners of the likes 
of Mr. Harsh Mariwala of Marico 
Ltd. and Mr. Jai Shroff of the UPL 
Group shared their mantras of 
success with the delegates. The ability 
to take risks and the need to innovate 
were strong takeaways from their 
stories. 

SP Jain Institute of Management 
Research (SPJIMR) was instrumental 
in supporting the conference by 
orchestrating a healthy discussion 
between two generations of family 
managed business owners. SPJIMR 
also added their expertise as 
Academic Partners by conducting a 
jugalbandi on innovation & strategy 
which was moderated by Prof. 
Jagdish Rattanani and graced by Dr. 
Ranjan Banerjee, the Dean of 
SPJIMR & Mr. R Gopalakrishnan, 
Former Executive Director of Tata 
Sons and eminent management 
author and also an eminent 
management author. Bhatia 
entrepreneurs from all over the 
country represented their businesses 
at the conference, as they showed how 
it is done by moving beyond 
geographies. First-gen entrepreneurs 
also made their presence felt by 
sharing insights into how they 
converted challenges into 
opportunities and successfully and 
single-handedly built their businesses 
The most interesting part of the 
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INNOVATE WERE STRONG TAKEAWAYS FROM

STORIES OF MR. HARSH MARIWALA OF MARICO

LTD. AND MR. JAI SHROFF OF UPL GROUP.

THE ‘BHATIA PAAGDI’ IS

SYMBOLIC OF OUR

TIMELESS VALUES AND

WILL HOLD US IN GOOD

STEAD EVEN IN

CHANGING TIMES.

Academic
Partner

Knowledge
Partner

Session videos may be viewed on:
http://bit.ly/2EuMoqd
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Data/Content
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Events/Content
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Design/Web
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Web/Photography

THE BHA COLLECTIVE

The Global Bhatia is a monthly outreach programme
which aims at bringing together a widepread community
over the world. 

We invite our fellow community members to contribute
in terms of content, achievements, opinions and stories
to this monthly publication.

Do share your views and stories on
theglobalbhatia@gmail.com

For more content visit us at www.theglobalbhatia.org

Calling out all Designers and Writers!
We're looking out for talented designers and writers to
contribute and be a part of The Global Bhatia Zine.

On-the-job perks and unlimited supply of chhaas included. 

Send in your contributions  to theglobalbhatia@gmail.com

@theglobalbhatia
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